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NOISE REDUCTION BY MEANS OF VARIABLE -GEOMETRY 


INLET GUIDE VANES IN A CASCADE APPARATUS 

By David Chestnutt and Lorenzo R. Clark 
Langley Research Center 

SUMMARY 

Noise -reduction studies involving variable-geometry inlet guide vanes for choking 
have been made by using a two-sector cascade apparatus with three different inlet config- 
urations: a rotating offset inlet guide vane (IGV), a translating wave IGV, and a stationary 
uncambered IGV. All three configurations were operated in both the choked and unchoked 
modes for a range of airflows. 

The acoustic and aerodynamic performances were found to be dependent on the 
geometry of the test configurations. Choking in an uncambered IGV resulted in a noise 
reduction of 49 dB for the fundamental frequency. Choking in the offset IGV and in the 
wave IGV resulted in noise reductions of 21 dB and 34 dB, respectively. The total- 
pressure recovery for the uncambered IGV was 0.94 out of 1.00, whereas total-pressure 
recoveries in the choked mode for the offset IGV and the wave IGV were 0.57 and 0.66, 
respectively. Therefore, the uncambered IGV configuration was judged to be more 
improved in both acoustic and aerodynamic performances compared with the other two 
configurations tested. Within the limits of the experiment, it was found that the better 
pressure recovery occurs with the largest noise reduction. 

INTRODUCTION 

It has been established that pure tones radiating from an axial-flow compressor can 
be reduced by choking in the inlet, that is, formation of a sonic barrier, as described in 
references 1 and 2. Two difficulties have been encountered in attempting to use this phe- 
nomenon for noise attenuation. The first has been failure to obtain large noise reductions 
because of the inability to get a continuous shock wave across a relatively large area 
(ref. 1). The other difficulty is large diffusion losses, and hence lower pressure recov- 
eries, because of the high diffusion angles necessary as a result of axial space limitations 
(ref. 2). Choking in the inlet guide vanes offers relief from both of these difficulties 
because each area to be choked is relatively small and because of the inherently low dif- 
fusion angles on the vanes. The first inlet- guide -vane choking information became avail- 
able with the publication of references 3 and 4. Reference 3 demonstrated the feasibility 



of inlet-guide-vane choking, and reference 4 demonstrated that choking could be made to 
occur throughout the operating range of the compressor by installing different sets of 
thicker inlet guide vanes. Reference 5 further demonstrated that a sonic inlet could be 
made variable and made to function on a gas-turbine engine. 

This study examined mechanically simple devices for choking anywhere -within the 
operating range while the compressor (or engine) was operating. Three inlet choking 
mechanisms were selected for their simplicity and tested in a laboratory cascade appa- 
ratus. The cascade apparatus was used to provide an inexpensive and quick evaluation of 
the potential of these mechanisms prior to any testing with a compressor. The main pur- 
pose of this evaluation was to determine which of these three mechanisms was most prom- 
ising both acoustically and aerodynamically. The cascade apparatus simulated a two- 
dimensional two-sector section of the compressor used in the tests of references 3 and 4. 
Aerodynamic and acoustic results of these tests, which were reported preliminarily in 
reference 6, are presented in this report. 

SYMBOLS 

A | cross-sectional area at pitot-tube location 

A 2 cross-sectional area at throat section 

A + cross-sectional area required for choking 

M|- axial Mach number of one -dimensional flow in throat area formed by adjacent 

inlet guide vanes 

Ay' distance between adjacent inlet guide vanes 

x' axial position of translating wave IGV 

6 inlet-guide-vane setting angle, degrees 

Abbreviations: 

IGY inlet guide vane 

SPL sound pressure level, dB (re 0.0002 microbars) 
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APPARATUS AND PROCEDURES 


Description of Equipment 

Cascade apparatus .- A two-sector cascade apparatus was designed for this study. 

The apparatus and associated instrumentation are shown in the photograph of figure 1 and 
schematically in figure 2. The inlet to the cascade apparatus was designed to operate 
slightly below atmospheric pressure and at airflows from 0.454 to 0.781 kg/sec (1.0 to 
1.5 Ibm/sec). The average pressure recovery for the apparatus, without a test section 
installed, was found to vary from 0.97 to 0.99, depending on the airflow. 

The three inlet configurations tested are shown in the photographs of figure 3 and 
are shown schematically in figure 4. Coordinates of the configurations are given in 
tables I, n, and HI. 

Rotating offset IGV .- The rotating offset IGV is shown in figures 3(a) and 4(a). The 
object of this geometry was to obtain maximum displacement at the leading and trailing 
edges, as compared with an uncambered IGV; hence, large area reductions are obtained 
with a minimum of IGV rotation. This minimum rotation would retard the onset of flow 
separation from the rotated IGV by minimizing the deviation of the IGV surfaces from the 
streamline. This configuration creates two throats, one at the leading edge and the other 
at the trailing edge. With this configuration, only every other IGV would be rotated. 

Translating wave IGV . - The translating wave IGV is shown in figures 3(b) and 4(b), 
and the object of this geometry was to allow for the required area reduction for choking 
by translating every other IGV, while keeping the IGV shape such that the deviation of its 
surface from the streamline is minimized. This shape was intended to minimize the flow 
separation and hence maximize the pressure recovery of the device. 

Stationary uncambered IGV .- The stationary uncambered IGV Is shown in figures 3(c) 
and 4(c). The object of this geometry was to attain choked flow by increasing the airflow 
while minimizing inlet losses by maintaining constant IGV geometry which was near an 
absolute minimum deviation of its surface from the streamline. The data collected for 
this device would also be applied to an inlet configuration which would cause the cross- 
sectional area to be reduced by insertion of additional uncambered IGV when choking is 
required. The major difference between this device and the other two is that this device 
would require the insertion of at least several additional uncambered IGV to accomplish 
the area reduction needed for choking. 

Instrumentation 

Two 12.7-mm-diameter (0.5 in.) condenser microphones were used to measure the 
noise generated by the noise source and the noise upstream of the test configurations. 
Output signals were recorded on a graphic level recorder after passing through a 
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1/3 -octave analyzer. The overall frequency response of the recording system was flat 
within ±2 dB from 100 Hz to 20 000 Hz. The microphones were located as shown in fig- 
ure 2 and were flush mounted in the walls. The problems of amplitude variations due to 
standing wave shifts and reflection complications were minimized by locating the refer- 
ence microphone as close as possible to the noise source. Experience gained during the 
investigation indicated that this noise level was sufficiently accurate because it remained 
relatively constant throughout a particular test. The microphone located upstream of the 
test configuration is known to be influenced somewhat by reflections from the inlet and the 
downstream hard surface. This arrangement was a reasonable compromise considering 
the alternatives and the objectives of this investigation. 

Procedure and Measurements 

To begin the experiment, the noise source was activated and regulated. The noise- 
source frequency was set at approximately 500 Hz which was at the resonance of the test 
channel. It was necessary to operate at this frequency to have a sufficient noise-source 
amplitude above the broadband noise of the airflow. This procedure resulted in a signal- 
to -background noise ratio of approximately 50 dB. At this time the flow control valve was 
opened to obtain the required airflow for the particular test. After the temperature and 
pressure stabilized, acoustic and aerodynamic data were obtained during a 5- to 10-minute 
period. During this time, total-pressure probes were used to survey the cross section to 
obtain total-pressure profiles. These profiles were obtained by traversing the cross 
section vertically and then horizontally at two downstream stations. The maximum total 
pressures were obtained by omitting the total-pressure reading very close to the wall in 
order to more closely simulate a compressor. The temperature and pressure probes 
were located as shown in the sketch (fig. 2), 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The primary variables for the rotating offset IGV and the translating wave IGV were 
cross -sectional-area reduction and air velocity. The offset IGV configuration was used to 
study the acoustic and aerodynamic performances of a simple, lightweight, choking mech- 
anism. The wave IGV configuration was used to study a slightly more complex device 
which promised better aerodynamic performance than the offset IGV configuration because 
of improved geometry in the choked mode. The uncambered IGV configuration was used 
to study a device which promised much improved aerodynamic performance over the off- 
set IGV and the wave IGV configurations because of further improved geometry in the 
choked mode. The primary variable for the uncambered IGV configuration was airflow. 
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Noise Spectra 


Rotating offset IGV .- The effects of rotating an IGV to choke an inlet were studied 
to evaluate the rotating offset IGV for use in an axial-flow- compressor inlet and to com- 
pare it with other such devices. Noise measurements were obtained with the offset IGV 
configuration for a range of angles of rotation and airflows. Typical noise spectra are 
shown in figure 5(a). The dashed curve represents the 1/3 -octave spectrum of the noise 
in the inlet when the offset IGV is set at d - 20° - that is, with an area reduction of 
57.3 percent - and the flow is choked. The presence of harmonics of the fundamental 
tone of the air modulator noise source is due to nonlinearity effects in the air modulator. 
The noise reductions of the first, second, and third harmonics of the frequency generated 
are approximately 21 dB, 14 dB, and 6 dB, respectively. Noise reductions of the broad- 
band noise across the entire spectrum are caused partly by choking and partly by the 
reduced airflow. This type of spectrum alteration is characteristic of choked flow as 
shown in figure 5 of reference 1. However, the magnitude of the noise reduction for the 
offset IGV configuration was less than those obtained in reference 1. The noise spectrum 
of the offset IGV configuration (fig. 5(a)) in the choked mode shows that the fundamental 
frequency is still present which indicates that the two throats are not fully choked acous- 
tically, although they were observed to be choked aer ©dynamically since further opening 
of the control valve was ineffective. This could be due to noise propagation through the 
boundary layer in the area of separated flow believed to be present when the IGV is 
rotated. 

Translating wave IGV .- The effects of translating an IGV to choke an inlet were also 
studied to evaluate the translating wave IGV for use in an axial-flow-compressor inlet and 
to compare it with other such devices. Noise measurements were obtained with the wave 
IGV configuration for a range of translated positions and airflows. Typical noise spectra 
are shown in figure 5(b). The solid-line curve represents the 1/3 -octave spectrum of the 
noise in the inlet when the wave IGV is in the unchoked position, that is, with a 7-percent 
area reduction, and the flow is not choked. The dashed curve represents the 1/3 -octave 
spectrum of the noise in the inlet when the wave IGV is in the choked position, that is, 
with an area reduction of 51.5 percent, and the flow is choked. The noise reductions of 
the first, second, and third harmonics of the frequency generated are approximately 34 dB, 
30 dB, and 23 dB, respectively. Noise reductions of the broadband noise across the entire 
spectrum are caused partly by choking and partly by the reduced airflow. Further inspec- 
tion of the noise spectrum (fig. 5(b)) in the choked mode shows that the fundamental fre- 
quency is still present which indicates that the two throats are not fully choked acoustically 
although they were observed to be choked aerodynamically. In spite of this fact, it can be 
seen that the wave IGV configuration yields similar noise reduction results when compared 
with other choking devices. (See refs. 1 and 2.) 
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Stationary uncambered IGV .- The effects of using uncambered airfoils to reduce 
the cross-sectional area of an inlet were also studied to evaluate the stationary uncam- 
bered IGV for use in an axial-flow-compressor inlet and to compare it with other such 
devices. Noise measurements were obtained with the stationary uncambered IGV config- 
uration for a series of airflows, including and exceeding the airflows measured in the two 
preceding test configurations. 

Typical noise spectra are shown in figure 5(c). The solid curve represents the 
1/3 -octave spectrum of the noise in the inlet when the uncambered IGV is without airflow. 
The dashed curve represents the 1/3 -octave spectrum of the noise in the inlet when the 
uncambered IGV is fully choked aerodynami cally and acoustically. The noise reductions 
of the first, second, and third harmonics of the frequency generated are approximately 
49 dB, 29 dB, and 24 dB, respectively. Noise reductions of the broadband noise across 
the entire spectrum are caused entirely by acoustic choking since the airflow was 
increased from the unchoked to the choked mode. Further inspection of the noise spec- 
trum (fig. 5(c)) in the choked mode shows that the fundamental frequency is no longer 
present which indicates that the throat is fully choked acoustically. The uncambered IGV 
configuration yields more significant noise reduction than the offset IGV configuration and 
the wave IGV configuration studied in this investigation, as well as the other devices of 
references 1 and 2. 


Noise Reduction 

A series of experimental noise spectra of the type shown in figure 5 was obtained, 
and the peak values of the fundamental frequency were noted. The unchoked' mode for all 
configurations was taken to be the reference 0 dB. The differences in SPL between the 
reference and the subsequent test conditions were plotted as fundamental frequency noise 
reduction as a function of center -line Mach number in figure 6. The center -line Mach 
number was obtained by finding first the axial Mach number in a section of the cascade 
apparatus ahead of the test section by use of a pitot tube. Next, by using a standard table 
(ref. 7) for compressible subsonic flow, the ratio Aj/a* that corresponds to this axial 
Mach number was noted. Multiplying this ratio by the ratio A2 / /Ai yielded another ratio 
A 2 /A* which applies to the condition in the throat of the choking device. The value of 
A 2 /A* corresponds to the Mach number in the same compressible flow table. This Mach 
number value has been termed center-line Mach number for the purposes of this report. 

Rotating offset IGV .- The triangular symbols in figure 6 refer to the rotating offset 
IGV configuration. As the two throat areas are reduced by rotating the center IGV, the 
center -line throat Mach number is increased. There is a sharp decline in the noise level 
up to a center-line throat Mach number of about 0.5. Beyond this value the noise reduc- 
tion is very gradual as the Mach number is further increased to 1.0 by reducing the throat 
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becomes much larger as the Mach number is further increased to a maximum of 1.0. The 
maximum noise reduction obtained with this configuration was 49 dB. The difference in 


due to the generation of higher noise levels by the compressor at the higher center -line 
throat Mach numbers. In addition, reference 1 uses average axial Mach number for one- 
dimensional flow instead of the approximation of center-line throat Mach number used in 
figure 6. There is also the possibility that the difference may be partially due to fre- 
quency effects. The curve in reference 1 was for a series of high frequencies, from 
7000 Hz to 10 000 Hz, whereas this study involved only a single low frequency, 500 Hz. 


Total- Pressure Recovery 



my were obtained which corresponded 
as figure (fig. 6). Maximum total-pre 
:h number for the three configurations 
s the same as in the previous figure. 
IGV configuration was the best as far 
during choked-mode operation, the tot; 
iguration was no lower than 0.94. Thi 
(See refs. 1 and 2.) The values of tot; 
gurations were reasonably high (0.93 a 
>ut became increasingly lower at the h. 



Mach numbers (0.57 and 0.66, respectively).. From these results, it appears that much 


more attention needs to be given to the obvious problem of minimizing flow separation 


from the unusual shapes of both the offset IGV and wave IGV configurations. Figures 8 




Referring to figure 8, the maximum average total-pressure recovery in the horizontal 
plane is approximately 0.965 for the 0.25-chord location and approximately 0.960 for the 
1.2 5- chord location. The two patterns are not quite symmetrical which is believed to be 
due to a small discontinuity in the surface between 0.25 chord and 1.25 chords as indicated 
by the left side of figure 8. This discontinuity may also account for the dip in the 
1.25-chord curve. The shape of the curves on the right side gives an indication of the 
boundary -layer thicknesses. Referring to figure 9, the maximum total-pressure recovery 
in the vertical plane is approximately 0.965 for the 0.25-chord location and approximately 
0.960 for the 1.25-chord location. Although these maximum values are nearly the same 
for figures 8 and 9, the shape of the curves are quite different because of the total- 
pressure probe passing through the wake of the IGV when traversing vertically. A 
decrease in the pressure defect is observed as the probe is moved farther downstream 
from the IGV. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Noise reduction studies involving variable-geometry inlet guide vanes for choking 
have been made by using a two-sector cascade apparatus with three different inlet config- 
urations: a rotating offset IGV, a translating wave IGV, and a stationary uncambered IGV. 
All three configurations were operated in both the choked and unchoked modes for a range 
of airflows. 

The acoustic and aerodynamic performances were found to be dependent on the geom- 
etry of the test configurations. Choking in an uncambered IGV resulted in a noise reduc- 
tion of 49 dB for the fundamental frequency. Choking in the offset IGV and in the wave IGV 
resulted in noise reductions of 21 dB and 34 dB, respectively. The total -pres sure recov- 
ery for the uncambered IGV was 0.94, whereas total -pres sure recoveries in the choked 
mode for the offset IGV and the wave IGV were 0.57 and 0.66, respectively. Therefore, 
the uncambered IGV configuration was judged to be more improved in both acoustic and 
aerodynamic performances compared with the other two configurations tested. Within 
the limits of the experiment, it was found that the better pressure recovery occurs with 
the largest noise reduction. 

Langley Research Center, 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 

Hampton, Va., October 5, 1971. 
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Figure 2.- Schematic diagram of cascade apparatus. 
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(c) Stationary uncambered IGV. 
Figure 3.- Concluded. 
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(a) Rotating offset IGV. IGV coordinates (b) Translating wave IGV. IGV coordinates 

given in table I. given in table II. 

Figure 4.- Schematic diagrams of inlet configurations. 
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(a) Rotating offset IGV. 
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Figure 5.- Noise spectra of variable-geometry inlet guide vanes. 
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Figure 6.- Effect of 
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Figure 7.- Effect of estimated center-line Mach number on total pressure recovery 
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Figure 8.- Profile of total pressure in the horizontal plane. 
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